THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION AND SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION FORUM

Project Description 
The International Communication and Social Transformation Forum is a project developed within the International Professors Project network.  The project has two components:

1. Create Online Discussion Group

The project began with an online discussion group in Google Groups.  In this discussion group, communication and collaboration is fostered between communication and media specialists, both academics and professionals, with regard to the role of communication in social transformation. Graduate students are warmly welcomed. 

The project is intended to open dialogue between and among academics and practitioners of communication and media around the world. We welcome colleagues from all related disciplines, including but not limited to:

· Journalism

· Public Relations

· Advertising and Marketing Communications

· Script and Creative Writing

· Media Production - Radio, Television, Digital Media

· Film and Broadcasting

· Intercultural Communication

· Social/Development/Health Communication 

· Political Communication

What do we mean by Communication and Social Transformation?

We will consider the interrelationship between communication and globalizing forces and how these impact upon local communities and national societies with diverse social, political, economic and cultural experiences. We use the term ‘Social Transformation’ deliberately as it “does not imply any predetermined outcome, nor that the process is essentially a positive one” (Castles, 2000)*.

The International Communication Forum includes and is seeking, on an ongoing basis, participants from the following sectors:

· researchers of media and communication;

· private industry, government or NGO practitioners;

· active and retired professors or professionals; and

· graduate students and college seniors involved in communication for social transformation research or projects.

The purpose of our interdisciplinary group is to encourage collaboration and sharing of knowledge, information and experiences in the form of a website (part two of the project).

2. Create Website

Once the discussions are underway, a website will be created. The website will be a resource for all communication specialists tackling the social and environmental issues of our day. Some of the content of the website will be from information generated in the Forum discussions.

Those interested in joining the International Communication for Social Transformation group, please contact Dr Caroline Hodges at: communication.IPP@gmail.com. 

Those interested in being considered  for International Professors Fellow or Board Director in The International Professors Project, please send a CV and a bio note to Dr Ron Krate at rkrate@internationalprofs.org.  and Cc: info@internationalprofs.org 
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